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Music 

Release 

Guide

Getting Your First 

Thousand Listeners



Releasing musia aan feel overwtelmingh espeaially 

wten you’re just starting out. Ttat’s wty we put 

togetter ttis tow-to guide to telp you get to your frst 

ttousand listeners as an artist. 75is 2ill be a stepLbDL

step resource designed to walk you ttrougt 

everytting you need to do to properly launat your 

musia and start  uilding your audienae.

Wtetter you’re preparing for your very frst release or 

looking to refne your approaath ttis guide will  reak it 

down into four key stages: Register, Distribute, 

Promote, and Collect. 

Each step includes essential actions, 

industry insights, and tools to help you 

not only get your music out there but also 

maximize your reach 

and earnings.



Even if you’re an experienced artist with 

multiple releases under your belt, this guide 

can serve as a valuable reference to fnee

tune your release strategy and ensure you’re 

covering all bases. Dith 9.#��..�, you’ll 

have access to the resources and features 

you need to take your music further, from 

streamlined distribution to smart 

promotion strategies and royalty collection. 

Our goal is to give you 

the tools and guidance 

to Ca'e "our release as 

successful as possible, 

let’s get started!



01

STEP

Register



Copyright Your Song

1

Even though your song is automaticaiiy 

protected by copyright the moment you 

create itV offciaiiy registering with the U... 

Copyright Offce provides iegai proof of 

ownershipV which is essentiai if you ever 

need to take iegai action.

Go to www.copyright.gov

Choose "Register a Work" and 

seiect "Sound Recording" or 

"Musical Composition"

Fiii out the appiication with your 

song detaiis

Upioad your song fie  (PPV  WAV or 

another accepted format)

Pay the registration fee 

(typically $45–$65)



Sign Up with a 

Performing Rights 

Organization (PRO)

2

To collect performance royalties (money 

earned when your song is played on radio, 

T2, in Oenues, or streamed internationally), 

you need to register with a PRO like ASCAP, 

BMI, or SESAC.

Research & choose a PRO: , 

, or  (each has slightly 

different benefts)

ASCAP

BMI SESAC

Create an account and register as a 

songwriter

Submit your song details (title, 

writers, and publisher if applicable)

Link your PRO account to your 

distribution platform (if needed)



Register for 

Mechanical Royalties

3

Mechanical royalties are generated every 

time your song is streamed or downloaded. 

Some PROs don’t collect these royalties, so 

you’ll need to register with an agency like 

The Mechanical Licensing Collective for U.S. 

streaming and download

Sig< u5 for a< accou<t at 

www.themlc.com

Register your song to ensure you 

collect your share of mechanical 

royalties



Register to Collect 

Sound Recording 

Ro�"lties�

(Master Royalties)

4

If you own your master recordings (the 

actual recorded versions of your songs), 

you’re entitled to royalties from digital and 

satellite radio (like Pandora, SiriusXM, and 

internet radio). These are not collected by 

PROs, so you’ll need to register with 

SoundExchange.

Go to www.soundexchange.com

Create an account as an artist and

/or rights holder

Submit your recordings to track and 

collect master royalties



Set Up Publishing 

Administration 

(Optional, but Recommended)

5

If you write and release your own music, you 

can self-publish or work with a publishing 

administrator (like Songtrust or a PRO’s 

publishing servicel to ensure you collect all 

possible publishing royalties. Some 

streaming platforms (DSPsl also offer built-

in publishing admin options.

Decide if you need a publishing 

admin service (if you’re an 

independent songwriter, it may be 

benefciall

Research platforms like 

or 

Songtrust 

TuneCore Publishing

Register your songs to ma%imi1e 

publishing revenue



By following these steps anr 

registering your music in the right 

places, you’re taking a huge step 

towarrs properly setting up to collect 

every rollar your music earns. 

Once you’ve taken the time to register, 

you can now move on to the next iig 

step of fguring out how to ristriiute 

your music. 

This was just the frst step towarrs 

getting to focus on aspects to grow as 

an artist, while knowing you’re getting 

compensated for your work. 



02

STEP

Distribute



Once your music is registered, the next step is getting it 

out into the world. Music distribution is how your songs 

become available on streaming platforms like Spotify, 

Apple Music, and TIDAL, as well as download stores and 

even social media platforms. This is done through music 

distributors, which are companies that handle the 

process of uploading your tracks, formatting the 

metadata, and ensuring you get paid when your music 

is streamed or purchased.

Choosing the right distributor 

is an important decision, as 

different platforms offer 

various pricing models, royalty 

payout structures, and extra 

services like marketing or 

playlist pitching. Hn this 

section, we4ll walk you 

through how to research and 

choose a distributor, what to 

look for, and how to distribute 

your music successfully.

Come with me

Sophia Nickels

891

LISTENS



Research Different 

Music Distributors

1

Not all distributors operate the same way. 

Some charge a one-time fee per release, while others 

take a percentage of your royalties. Here are a few 

major options:

Some other options include: The Orchard, AWAL, Symphonic 

Distribution,  Songtradr, or LANDR

Annual subscription, unlimited releases, 

lets you keep 100% of royalties.

One-time fee per release, takes a small 

cut of royalties, offers marketing tools

CD Baby

Tunecore

Amuse

United Masters

DistroKid

Offers unlimited plans as well as pay per 

release options

Provides two types of budget-friendly 

plans, each with their own features

Subscription-based with marketing and 

sync licensing opportunities



Compare Key 

Features and Pricing

2

When choosing a distributor, consider:

Pricing model

Flat fee, percentage-based, or free with conditions?

Speed of distribution

How quickly does your music go live?

Royalty payouts

Do they take a percentage, or do you keep everything?

Additional services

Do they offer marketing, analytics, or playlist pitching?

Ease of use

Is their platform user-friendly?



Choose the Best 

Distributor for 

Your Needs

3

Ask yourself:

Are you releasing music frequently?

If so, an unlimited plan (like DistroKid) might be best.

Do you want marketing support?

CD Baby or UnitedMasters could be a better ft.

Are you loo�i g for a �u!ge��frie !ly op�io ?

Amuse offers lower upfront costs and different plans.



Prepare Your Music 

for Upload

4

Before submitting your music, make sure you have:

High-quaiity audio files

(WAV or FLAC)

Album artwork that meets 

platform requirements  

(minimum ��������� �i�els)

Metadata

Song titles, artist name, release 

date, and credits

ISRC codes

Some distributors assign these for 

you, but you can also get your own



Submit Your Music 

and Schedule a 

Release Date

5

Upload your tracks to your chosen distributor

Fill out all required metadata felds

Set a release date (give yourself at least 

2-4 weeks for proper promotion)

Enable distribution to as many platforms 

as possible, including TikTok and Instagram
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Without fnding the proper 

distribution, your songs won’t be 

aiai ab e where fans go to discoier 

new music (streaming p atforms, socia  

media, etc.). 

By taking the time to research and 

se ecting a distributor that fts your 

needs, you’re setting yourse f up for 

success for eiery song you put out in 

the future. 

Now that your music is offcia  y  iie, 

you can now focus on growing your fan 

base, promoting your tracks, and 

making a  asting impact as an artist~
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03

STEP

Promote

Generate real

fanbase growth

Kickstart growth with free 

 & landing pages blogs

Automated playlisting 

to 140k+ Playlists

One-click social media 

ads, direct to new fans



This is the step where everything comes together, and where 

Songtools truly shines. You’ve created an amazing track, and 

now it’s time to make sure it gets heard. Promotion is the key to 

transforming your music from just another release into a 

career-defning moment, and that’s eeactly what we’re here for..

With  designed for artists, labels, and 

playlisters, Songtools gives you access to over 150 million 

followers, 20,000 top playlist curators, and cutting-edge 

advertising tools to reach your perfect audience. We’ve 

powered over 2 million playlist placements and t00,000 

successful campaigns…now it’s your turn!

one-click promotion

Whether you’re an independent artist looking to grow 

your fanbase or a label managing multiple releases, this is 

the most important step in ensuring your music reaches 

real listeners and converts them into lifelong fans. 

Follow these steps to maximize your 

reach and make the most of SongTools' 

powerful promotional tools.



Use Our Free Tools

1

Songtools

Read more

 offers three powerful free tools to help 

artists create organic content, organize assets for paid 

campaigns, and drive more streams. Making it easy to 

build a complete marketing campaign that boosts reach 

and engagement. 

Impress your fans with a personalized and adaptive 

landing page that requires zero coding or design work

Publish an SEO-optimized blog for your song and 

engage with your fans

Store campaign assets in the cloud and access millions 

of images and videos to promote your music

Go

Go

Go



Launch a PlaylisterClub 

Campaign

2

Songtools is home to the largest community of independent 

playlisters digging for new music. Considering playlist 

placements can ma[e or brea[ a trac[, this is a signifcant 

aspect to promoting your release. With PlaylisterClub, you can:

Submit your song to a network of 20,000+ curators

Customize your song preview, tagline, and background 

to stand out

Monitor performance metrics like Song Engagement 

Index (SEI) and Brand Engagement Index (BEI) to refne 

your release strategy and ensure you're on track to 

ac!ieve your goals

Read more



Customized

Info about customizations you can make here, such as ad template, song cover, emoticons, etc

Ad creative

Artist ImageSong cover Custom Image

Image Gallerl

Background Content

SmartCreative

C
stom Ad

Blond girl singing

LISTEN ON

Hom

e

Disco

ver

Inbo

x

M

e

Share

578

328.7K

Buy now

Spanish Sun Change songBuy Now to start promoting

Rock

Launch a Songfl 

Campaign

3

Running a Songfl campaign on Songtools is a powerful way to 

reach new listeners and grow your fanbase by promoting your 

music through targeted social media ads. This tool helps you 

effortlessly connect with audiences who may not have 

discovered your tracks otherwise, leading to a boost in Spotify 

listeners, increased followers on platforms like Instagram, 

Facebook, and TikTok, and meaningful fan engagement.1

With Songfl, you can:

Customize campaign� settin�gs to feature artist created 

con�ten�t: music videos, lyric videos, visualizers, etc.

Leverage SmartGEO targetin�g to 椀�n�d 

the most en�gaged listen�ers

Track fan� con�version�s an�d adjust your campaign� 

based on� real-time data

Read more



Engage with Your 

Audience

4

Promotion doesn’t stop with ads and 

playlists—connecting with fans is essential.

Keep your Songblog active by posting 

updates and encouraging fan interaction

Respond to comments, messages, and 

feedback on social media

Encourage fans to share your music and 

build organic momentum
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CASE 

STUDIES

Recdtwtgru ttwtesetim ciwfulticsetswudiestwrt

seettrotgecltcgwiswsttcvetsuiiessfullytusedt

PlaylisterClubtcadySongflywrt grmrwetwteigt

musiitcadtcitievetsi aificawt growth



Arianna Tsar

Meet

Spotify Listeners

1.8 Million

PlaylisterClub Campaign



liquidfive

Meet

Spotify Followers

SongFly Campaign

Over 99,800

For more examples showcasing a variety of artists who have 

successfully used our tools to promote their tracks, to view 

all case studies.

Click here 



BLOG

POSTS

For additional resources and valuable insights to 

boost your music promotion efforts, explore our 

blog posts covering everything from mar�eting 

strategies to industry trends.



3 Things You Should 

Know About Cover Art For 

Playlisting Success

The Importance Of Save 

Rates: Tracking Listener 

Engagement On Spotify

How To Use Instagram 

Ads To Grow Your Music: 

A Datazuacked Strategy

When It Comes To Digital 

Ads� The More You Spend� 

The Cheaper It Gets

Check out our full collection of blog posts for promotional tips, industry 

insights, and more,  to explore!Click here
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Promotion is key to reaching your frst 

thousand listeners, and we understand 

how overwhelming it can feel when 

you have so many other things to 

manage. 

That’s why we’ve made it simple, with 

just the click of a button, we’ll handle 

getting your music in front of the right 

audience, so you can focus on 

everything else in your release process. 

By using Songtools in your strategy, 

you’ll not only grow your streams, reach 

new fans, and land more playlist 

placements, but you’ll also save time to 

do what truly matters to you as an 

artist� creating more music.
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STEP

Collect



Yyo’verficll rmcderw r yr herlcs rs epryfr yourmoswir

uelecserpuyiess,r hwsrwsroheuer yorowllrseercllryf 

 yourhcudroyukriymer yrfuow wyi.rAf euruenws euwin,r

dws uwbo win,rcidrpuymy winr yourmoswi,rw ’sr wme 

to start collecting the royalties you’ve earned.



Thwsrwsrciressei wclrs epr hc reisouesr yorne rpcwd 

eveu r wmer yourmoswirwsrs uecmed,rdyoilycded, 

yurpeufyumed.rWhe heurw 'srdwnw clruy cl wes,rucdwyrplc s, 

yurlwverpeufyumciies,rkiyowinroheuercidrhyor yr

iyllei r yourecuiwinsrwsrswniwfici r yrnuyowinr your

icueeurcsrcircu ws .



Track Your 

Streaming Royalties

1

Your music is being streamed on platforms like Spotify, 

Apple Music, and TIDAL, which means you’re earning 

royalties every time someone listens to your song. To 

collect these earnings, your distributor will handle the 

payouts, but it’s essential to check in regularly to ensure 

everything is accounted for.

Log in to your distribution platform 

(DistroKid, TuneCore, CD Baby, etc.)

Monitor your earnings and track how much 

you’re making per stream

Verify that your ISRC codes and metadata are 

correct to avoid missing any payments



Collect Performance 

Royalties

2

These royalties are earned when your music is played 

on the radio, TV, in venues, or streamed in public spaces. 

To collect performance royalties, you6ll need to stay registered 

with a Performing Rights Organization (PRO) like 

ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC.

Log into your PRO account and check your 

performance earning

Make sure your songs are correctly registered 

and linked to your PRO account

If your music is getting airplay or used in public spaces, 

track your earnings and submit any usage data if needed

Visit Visit Visit
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Collect Mechanical 

Royalties

3

Mechanical royalties are earned every 

time your music is downloaded or 

streamed. These are handled by agencies 

like The Mechanical Licensing Collective 

(MLC) for U.S. streams and downloads, so 

you don’t need to worry about collecting 

them directly, as long as your music is 

properly registered.

Sign up with The Mechanical 

Licensing Collective at 

(if you haven’t already)

www.themlc.com 

Ensure your song is registered 

and that all relevant metadata is 

submitted

Review your earnings reports 

regularly to make sure you’re 

receiving your share of mechanical 

royalties



Collect 

Master Royalties 

(Sound Recording Royalties)

4

Create an account with 

SoundExchange at 

www.soundexchange.com

Register your master recordings to 

track your royalties

Monitor your account for any payments 

or usage reports

If you own the master rights to your recordings, you’re entitled to 

master royalties every time your music is played on platforms like 

Pandora or satellite radio. These royalties are collected through 

services like SoundExchange.



Track and Collect 

Publishing Royalties 

(Optional)

5

If you’ve set up publishing administration, either 

independently or through a publishing administrator 

like Songtrust, you’ll be entitled to publishing royaltiess 

 hese royalties are earned ohenever your music is 

performed publicly, covered by other artists, or used in 

flms or  T shooss

If you’re using a service like x��w|vus|, log in to 

track your publishing earnings

Monitor any royalties from sync placements, 

performances, and streaming platform

Make sure your songs are registered oith the 

correct performing and mechanical royalty 

organizations



Check Your Earnings 

Across All Platforms

6

With multiple sources of income coming 

from streaming, performances, downloads, 

and syncs, it’s important to regularly check 

all platforms to ensure that you’re getting 

paid what you’re owed.

Set up direct deposit or payout 

options for all of your accounts

Check reports monthly to track 

your growth and ensure all 

payments are receiJed

If you notice discrepancies, contact 

your distrijutor, gfd, or licensing 

agency to resolJe any issues



By following these steps and staying organized, 

you’ll be able to collect all the royalties you’ve 

earned from your music. Understanding how to 

track and collect your payments is a crucial part 

of sustaining your music career, so make sure 

you’re staying on top of these details.�

You’ve already done the work to get your music 

out there, now it’s time to reap the rewards. Keep 

an eye on your earnings, and use this knowledge  

to keep growing your audience

 and your income.



As you can see, successfully releasing your music 

requires careful planning, eeecution, and ongoing 

evaluation. By following these steps, from setting 

up your release with a clear strategy to consistently 

engaging with your audience and measuring your 

campaign’s success, you’re not just putting your 

music out there, you're positioning yourself for 

sustainable growth. It's crucial to remain feeible 

and reassess your efforts if you're not seeing the 

results you hoped for.

Optimizing your approach, whether it’s 

tweaking your marketing or adjusting your target 

audience, is key to turning slow progress into 

success. In the end, putting in the work, analy$ing 

your efforts, and adjusting when necessary will 

guide you toward reaching your frst thousand 

listeners and beyond, ensuring that not only are 

you getting your music heard, but you're also being 

properly compensated for your artistry.

We hope this guide helps you 

make the most out of your next 

release. We can’t wait to see the 

incredible growth you achieve as 

an artist!



Start with Songtools now to watch your audience 

grow through playlisting and digital ads:

Let us handle the promotion stage of your 

release process, so you can focus on creating 

more of the music that your fans love!

Start Promoting >


