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Releasing music can feel overwhelming, especially
when you're just starting out. That's why we put
together this how-to guide to help you get to your first
thousand listeners as an artist. This will be a step-by-
step resource designed to walk you through
everything you need to do to properly launch your
music and start building your audience.

Whether you're preparing for your very first release or
looking to refine your approach, this guide will break it
down into four key stages: Register, Distribute,
Promote, and Collect.

Each step includes essential actions,
Industry insights, and tools to help you
not only get your music out there but also

maximize your reach
and earnings.



Even if you're an experienced artist with
multiple releases under your belt, this guide
can serve as a valuable reference to fine-
tune your release strategy and ensure you're
covering all bases. With Songtools, you'll
have access to the resources and features
you need to take your music further, from
streamlined distribution to smart
promotion strategies and royalty collection.

Our goal iIs to give you
the tools and guidance
to make your release as
successful as possible,

let’s get started!
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Go to

Choose "Register a Work" and
select "Sound Recording" or
"Musical Composition"

Fill out the application with your
song details

Upload your song file (MP3, WAV, or
another accepted format)

Pay the registration fee
(typically $45-$65)




* Research & choose a PRO: ASCAP,
BMI, or SESAC (each has slightly
different benefits)

* Create an account and register as a
songwriter

* Submit your song details (title,

writers, and publisher if applicable)

* Link your PRO account to your
distribution platform (if needed)




Sign up for an account at

Register your song to ensure you
collect your share of mechanical
royalties




* Go to www.sounhdexchange.com

* Create an account as an artist and
Jor rights holder

* Submit your recordings to track and
collect master royalties




Decide if you need a publishing
admin service (if you're an
iIndependent songwriter, it may be
beneficial)

Research platforms like
or

Register your songs to maximize
publishing revenue




By following these steps and
registering your music in the right
places, you're taking a huge step
towards properly setting up to collect
every dollar your music earns.

Once you've taken the time to register,
you can now move on to the next big
step of figuring out how to distribute
your music.

This was just the first step towards
getting to focus on aspects to grow as
an artist, while knowing you're getting
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Distribute




Choosing the right distributor
Is an important decision, as
different platforms offer
various pricing models, royalty
payout structures, and extra
services like marketing or
playlist pitching. In this
section, we'll walk you
through how to research and
choose a distributor, what to
look for, and how to distribute
your music successfully.
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Flat fee, percentage-based, or free with conditions?

How quickly does your music go live?

Do they take a percentage, or do you keep everything?

Do they offer marketing, analytics, or playlist pitching?

Is their platform user-friendly?
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Do you want marketing support? /
b %
Are you looking for a budget-friendly o/ptio?
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High-quality audio files
(WAV or FLAC)

Album artwork that meets
platform requirements
(Minimum 3000x3000 pixels)

Metadata
Song titles, artist name, release
date, and credits

ISRC codes
Some distributors assign these for
you, but you can also get your own




Upload your tracks to your chosen distributor

(5] Fill out all required metadata fields

= Set a release date (give yourself at least
¢ 2-4 weeks for proper promotion)

Enable distribution to as many platforms

as possible, including TikTok and Instagram




Sponsmu mus

Without finding the proper
distribution, your songs won't be
avallable where fans go to discover
new Mmusic (streaming platforms, social
media, etc.).

By taking the time to research and
selecting a distributor that fits your
needs, you're setting yourself up for
success for every song you put out in
the future.

Now that your music is officially live,
you can now focus on growing your fan
base, promoting your tracks, and
making a lasting impact as an artist.
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This is the step where everything comes together, and where
Songtools truly shines. You've created an amazing track, and
now it's time to make sure it gets heard. Promotion is the key to
transforming your music from just another release into a
career-defining moment, and that's exactly what we're here for.

With one-click promotion designed for artists, labels, and
playlisters, Songtools gives you access to over 150 million
followers, 20,000 top playlist curators, and cutting-edge
advertising tools to reach your perfect audience. We've
powered over 2 million playlist placements and 300,000
successful campaigns.. NOW it’s your turn!

Whether you're an independent artist looking to grow
your fanbase or a label managing multiple releases, this is
the most important step in ensuring your music reaches

real listeners and converts them into lifelong fans.

Follow these steps to maximize your
reach and make the most of SongTools'
powerful promotional tools.
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Read more —

Bl songpage

Impress your fans with a personalized and adaptive
landing page that requires zero coding or design work

ﬂ songblog

Publish an SEO-optimized blog for your song and
engage with your fans

f‘j‘_}songfolder

Store campaign assets in the cloud and access millions
of images and videos to promote your music







3 ) Launch a Songfly
Campaign

Running a Songfly campaign on Songtools is a powerful way to
reach new listeners and grow your fanbase by promoting your
music through targeted social media ads. This tool helps you
effortlessly connect with audiences who may not have
discovered your tracks otherwise, leading to a boost in Spotify
listeners, increased followers on platforms like Instagram,
Facebook, and TikTok, and meaningful fan engagement.

With Songfly, you can:

Customize campaign settings to feature artist created
content: music videos, lyric videos, visualizers, etc.

Leverage SmartGEO targeting to find
the most engaged listeners

Track fan conversions and adjust your campaign
based on real-time data
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* Keep your Songblog active by posting
updates and encouraging fan interaction

* Respond to comments, messages, and
feedback on social media

* Encourage fans to share your music and
build organic momentum




CASE
STUDIES
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Read through these impactful case studies to
see how real artists have successfully used
PlaylisterClub and Songfly to promote their
music and achieve significant growth!



l 4 8 Playlist Placements

@ Spotify Listeners

+80% Increased

after starting her
PlaylisterClub Campaign

Follower Reach of

1.8 Million




1 2 9 7 90 increase in average daily
[ /o new listeners on Spotify

e Spotify Followers Over 99 800

212.32% Increased impressions on

[ el elaly et Instagram and TikTok
followers on Spotify

For more examples showcasing a variety of artists who have
successfully used our tools to promote their tracks, to view
all case studies.




BLOG
POSTS
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For additional resources and valuable insights to
boost your music promotion efforts, explore our
blog posts covering everything from marketing
strategies to industry trends.



3 Things You Should
Know About Cover Art For
Playlisting Success

The Importance Of Save When It Comes To Digital
Rates: Tracking Listener Ads, The More You Spend,
Engagement On Spotify The Cheaper It Gets

Check out our full collection of blog posts for promotional tips, industry
insights, and more, to explore!



Promotion is key to reaching your first
thousand listeners, and we understand
how overwhelming it can feel when
you have so many other things to
manage.

That's why we've made it simple, with
just the click of a button, we'll handle
getting your music in front of the right
audience, so you can focus on
everything else in your release process.

By using Songtools in your strategy,
you'll not only grow your streams, reach
new fans, and land more playlist
placements, but you'll also save time to
do what truly matters to you as an
artist: creating more music.
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You've finally made it to the last step of your music
release process, this is where you will see all of

your hard work come to fruition. After registering,
distributing, and promoting your music, it's time

to start collecting the royalties you’ve earned.

This is an essential step that ensures you get paid
every time your music is streamed, downloaded,

or performed. Whether it's digital royalties, radio plays,
or live performances, knowing where and how to
collect your earnings is significant to growing your
career as an artist.




Log in to your distribution platform
(DistroKid, TuneCore, CD Baby, etc.)

Monitor your earnings and track how much
you're making per stream

Verify that your ISRC codes and metadata are
correct to avoid missing any payments







Mechanical royalties are earned every
time your music is downloaded ¢

like The Mechar
(MLC) for U.S. s
you don't need
them directly, ¢
properly regist

\\

Signh up with The Mechanical

Li ing Collecti t
icensing Collective a ,uI_‘Nlc

(if you haven't already)

Ensure your song is registered
and that all relevant metadata is
submitted

Review your earnings reports
regularly to make sure you're
receiving your share of mechanical
royalties



Create an account with a7

SoundExchange at SOUND
www.soundexchange.com EXCHANGE

Register your master recordings to
track your royalties

Monitor your account for any payments
or usage reports




K3 SONGTRUST

If you're using a service like Songtrust, log in to
track your publishing earnings

Monitor any royalties from sync placements,
performances, and streaming platform

Make sure your songs are registered with the
correct performing and mechanical royalty
organizations




* Set up direct deposit or payout
options for all of your accounts

* Check reports monthly to track
your growth and ensure all
payments are received

* If you notice discrepancies, contact

your distributor, PRO, or licensing
agency to resolve any issues




By following these steps and staying organized,
you'll be able to collect all the royalties you've
earned from your music. Understanding how to
track and collect your payments is a crucial part
of sustaining your music career, so make sure

you're staying on top of these details.

You've already done the work to get your music
out there, now it's time to reap the rewards. Keep

an eye on your earnings, and use this knowledge

to keep growing your audience
and your income.




As you can see, successfully releasing your music
requires careful planning, execution, and ongoing
evaluation. By following these steps, from setting
up your release with a clear strategy to consistently
engaging with your audience and measuring your
campaign’s success, you're not | %
music out there, you're positio
sustainable growth. It's cruci
and reassess your efforts if
results you hoped for.

Optimizing your
tweaking your marketi
audience, is key to tur
success. In the end, pu
your efforts, and adju
guide you toward reac
listeners and beyon
you getting your musi
properly compensate

We hope this guide helps you
make the most out of your next
release. We can’t wait to see the
incredible growth you achieve as
an artist!



Start Promoting >

Let us handle the promotion stage of your
@ release process, so you can focus on creating
more of the music that your fans love!




